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Session Summary: To share how De Montfort University’s new PGCert Empowering
Education (PGCEE) has been re-visioned and designed to be as ambitious as possible in
addressing issues of equity and justice in higher education.

Session Outline:

De Montfort University’s new PGCert Empowering Education (PGCEE) has been re-visioned and
designed to be as ambitious as possible in addressing issues of equity and justice in higher
education. This paper reports on the delivery of the programme in its first year.

The PGCEE comprises of four modules, of which Module 3 ‘Reimagining Higher Education’
specifically interrogates issues of power, inequality, and fairness in education by drawing from a
plurality of critical lenses. This module seeks to demonstrate how educational practitioners are
themselves actors in the process of reimagining higher education. Participants are introduced
to methods and frameworks they can adopt, to consider their own educational practice and to
reflect on how their perceptions of higher education are influenced by their own experiences,
development, and identities. Critical reflexivity has been a major focus, and key to success in
this module. DMU’s PGCEE seeks to achieve long-term institutional culture change around
representation, progression, and success of students and staff and around decolonisation. We
share critical feedback from some current students and some of the innovations they have
designed to reimagine higher education in their own areas of work.
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