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Session Learning Outcomes  
 
By the end of this session, delegates will be able to: 
 
Engage effectively in student-staff partnerships in student driven research on topics such as 
assessment design, curriculum development and innovate teaching initiatives. 
 
Session Outline 
 

The Student Fellows Scheme (SFS) is an initiative developed and driven by a partnership 
between Winchester Student Union (SU) and the University of Winchester. Following on 
from a growing academic interest in ‘students as co-creators’ (Bovill et al 2011). This scheme 
was designed to take up the call for advancing the role of ‘students as partners’ (Wenstone 
2012) by engaging staff and students as equal partners in pedagogic research on projects 
relating to their own course, wider faculties or the whole institution. 
Student Fellows attend programme and committee meetings, contribute and shape the 
research activities of their project; e.g. by organising and leading student focus groups, 
designing questionnaires and interview questions, writing reports and analysing transcripts 
and presenting the findings of their project both internally and externally to the university. This 
model of student engagement follows on the success of the Student Fellow model’s 
implementation on the FASTECH project at Winchester and Bath Spa universities (Hyland et 
al 2013).  
The SFS was designed around the concept of students as peers with valuable perspectives 
(Sorenson 2001) and that the ‘student voice’ (Rudduck 2007, Seale 2009) was not something 
to just be consulted but that students should be active members of our teaching and learning 
community of practice (Lave 1991). This model of student engagement in educational 
development is unique in that we have appointed approximately 60 student fellows (in theory 
one for every undergraduate degree programme) and the fact that the Scheme is run by the 
Student Union, with support from LTDU and academic staff. Participants in the scheme 
representing three key perspectives; the Student Union, the University and current Student 
Fellows will deliver this paper. 
 
Session Activities and Approximate Timings 
 
We will give a presentation outlining the process of funding, setting up and running the 
Student Fellows Scheme. This will include the following;  



 The recruitment process for both the Student Fellows and their staff partners 

 Common themes addressed by Student Fellow projects 

 The effectiveness and impact of the projects 

 The personal and professional development of participants 

 The impact the scheme has had on the student body as a whole  

 Lessons learned and measurable outcomes for the whole scheme (20 minutes) 
 
In order to help delegates achieve the learning outcomes, the four members of our team with 
lead group discussions around the following topics: 

• What issues do you think you would encounter at your own institution in following 
this model of partnership? (8 minutes) 

• What changes would you make to this scheme to fit your institution? (8 minutes) 
• Are there any limitations on student-staff partnerships? Should there be? (8 minutes) 

This discussion will allow delegates to reflect on how they may engage effectively with a 
scheme like this guided from three different perspectives; University, Student Union and 
Students. This will feedback into group discussions where we can reflect on the differing 
perspectives gained 
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