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Summary of the presentation

Modular course structures are generally accepted to provide significant flexibility in
content and choice for students (Cornford, 1997). Whilst intended to empower students
(Harvey and Burrows, 1992), the range of choice is often bewildering for students who are
reliant on the limited descriptions of each module. As a result, students may select
modules which do not reflect their strengths or fit with their future career aspirations.

The project adopts a course level student partnership with a student from a different
course acting as project lead, undertaking the fieldwork to gather student perspectives on
module choice (Healey, Flint & Harrington 2014). These range from a student description
of the module to the highlights and challenges experienced.

This student led project identifies what students wish to know at the point they make
choices. As such it hopes to empower students in their decision-making and enhance the
student experience.

Through linking the current student experience with the experience of future students a
personal and informative source of information has been created and delivered in a
medium that student themselves have demonstrated a preference for.

The project is scalable and the approach can be applied across all courses and refreshed
annually.

References

Bell, G.H. and Wade, W. (1993). Modular course design in Britain: some problems, issues
and opportunities. Journal of further and higher education, 17(1), pp.3-12.

Cornford, I.R. (1997). Ensuring effective learning from modular courses: a cognitive.
Journal of Vocational Education and Training, 49(2), pp.237-251.

Elton, L. (1988). Student motivation and achievement. Studies in Higher Education,
[online] 13(2), pp.215-221. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/03075078812331377886
Entwistle, N. (1981). Styles of Learning and Teaching: An integrated outline of educational
psychology for students, teachers and lecturers. Chichester, UK: John Wiley and Sons.
Harvey, L. and Burrows, A. (1992). Empowering students. New Academic, 1(3), pp.2-3.
Healey, M., Flint A., Harrington K. (2014). Engagement through partnership: students as
partners in learning and teaching in higher education, Higher Education Academy
Jenkins, A. and Walker, L. (2014). Developing student capability through modular
courses. Routledge.




