SEDA research and development small grants
Project title: ‘Disseminating findings and recommendations from an international survey: Building Staff/Faculty Capacity for University – Public/Community Engagement’.

Project Team: Professor Lindsey McEwen, University of the West of England, Professor Kristine Mason O’Connor, Emeritus Professor, University of Gloucestershire, Visiting Professor University of the West of England.
Project Abstract: An international scoping survey was conducted and analysed during 2011- 12 which explored the perceptions of higher education staff in relation to university community engagement work.   An earlier review of international literature led by the project team (Mason and McEwen et al. 2011) had indicated that whilst higher education institutions are increasingly committing in mission statements to engagement with their communities, they provide little in the way of support or recognition for staff involved in this work. The results of the survey confirmed this indication. The project team prepared a survey report, ‘Building Staff/Faculty Capacity for University-Public Engagement’ which presents the survey findings, analysed quantitatively and qualitatively, and a series of recommendations for institutional policy and practice. The recommendations are presented under the acronym ARRIVE: align, recognise, reward, inspire, value and encourage.  The survey provided new insights into the need for institutional arrangements, including staff and educational development processes, to promote, recognise, reward and support staff involvement in university-community work, especially in relation to student community based learning.
A SEDA small grant was deployed to enable a network database to be created, the survey report to be produced and disseminated to respondents and to the heads of UK Higher Education Institutions, and to initiate a resource website which includes examples of good practice. 
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